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Sir Augustus ~rederick Uodaon • 

Augustus ~erderick Godson was born on 18th. August 1835 in 

Tenbury Welle, Worcestershire. he was the eldest son of Sept-
imus Holmes Gos son , barrister-at-law, and a nephew of Richard 

Godson, whn was, an and off , Member of ~arliament for ~idderminster 

between 1832 and his death in 18491
• 

Auaustue ~rederick Godson was educated at ~ing•a Colle&e, 
London , matricullated and entered Queens Colle&e , U~ord, on 2nd. 

June 1853 at the ~e of 1:8 where he read Law . He obtai ned his 

~.A. degr ee in 1858 and M.. A. in 18€>0 . He ent ered the lnner Te111>l• 
on the 5th. June 1854 and was ealJled to the Bar on 17th . Nov ember 

1859 and went on the Oxford ciretrlt •. 

·n 
On the 16th •. tebruary 1869, at the ace of~. he marri ed Jane 

Charlatte, youngest daughter of ~dmund Boughton of Stoke, Cowentr:y, 
and, in the same year, he was made a Just ice of the Peace fo r the 

County of Worcester. 

Apparently, l i ke his unc1e Richard, he had po1.itical ambition~ , 

for, an the dissolution of the Liberal lWhi&) Ll.J Go~ernaent under 
Gladstone in 1874, he cont ested Warwick but wlthout succese . He 

t ried 8'ain in 1880, a~ain without success . however , in 1885 
the Govermaent fell , actually on a defeat on an aaendment to the 

Bud&et, but really due ta Cil.adatone• s miehandli n& of the ~&n>tian 
question which resulted in the death of ueneral ~ordon in ~hartua. 
Thi s gave Godson an opportunity t o con'test Ki dderminster on behal.f 

o~ t~e Conservative Party which he won; be helld the seat until 
'"".._L.~ 

nis death in 19U6 . He l ..,ed at Westwood Yark, a lar ge red-brick 
edifice in its ~wn &rounds between Droitwich and Ombers1.ey . 

Whi le on the Urlor d circuit he becaae interested in .rree.aeonry 
°"" ~ «<f• I ::i.q 
and1,~was i nitiated in 
I•th. March 1865 . 
Chadwi ck , and he was 

the Hoyal .JSdward .Lod&e No .B9'2L2J on '.rhursday , 
liis proposer was 'he Senior W"a'rden , Br. Eii ae 

seconded by the orshipfUl ~aster, Br. Henry 

Poore, who practised as a sol icitor in .Leominster~ 
4 /£. _ f ~ 4" ~,.~, ,_ -" ..... r'!:' "'': 

.rrora that day hls proereae in .rreemasonry was meteoric- 1 ~J..n 
l~·' - r t\ 

the BBieAyear he became a joining member of Worcester Lod&e No.280 

and a .rounder \end first Junior Warden) of St . ~ichaele .Lod&e No . lu9"1, 
1-..l *v• 1'2. I 

1'enbury Wellts , al1. in · aonths f r oa his initiation • .W 

(lJ The oricin a:! the wor d is obscure; probably a shortin& of hi&&­
amore \ 0 . E.D. J; a name applied to mem~ one o~ the creat 
hngliah ~olitical parties who upheld ~(~'~ts and were opposed 
to the Ki ng; after 1830 almost superseded bj ' Liberal • (Ch8llbere 

(i .. -:i riv 1 Diet.) ( 2) Meeting at Leominster, Herefordshi re 1 'Hr& ~ 11 

(3) "History of Royal Edward Lodge No . 89'2" by W. Br . R. W. Darl.i ngto n 
(P . P . S. G. W., Herefor de . 

(4) Although not stipulated in the Book of Constitutions, no brO• her 
may becoae a f oander of a Lodge unless he has been a Master Mason 
!or at least three years . The late W Br . Per~ J~es (P.M. o~ 
Quatuor Co r onati Lodge) in:toraed~llat thiS" et.il>u ation ie cont­
ained in a "Grand Master ' s Minute " but col11.d no~ e moiil~icitft 
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On the 10th . December 1867, he tendered his resignation 

t o his mother Lodge, ttoyal. Edward No . 892 , in Leominster and , 
in dofn8 so , eased hi s conscience by offering a donation of 
five guineas, t o be appl i ed t o a Masonic Char ity{

5
) 

In 1868, he was ins talled into the Chair of St. Michaels 

Lodge No .1097 and , ten years later, Sir Edmund A. H. Lechmere, 
Provincial Grand Master, aFpointed him Senior Grand Warden of 
the ~rovince . 

~our year s later li . e . on 13th . Septeaber 1882) be succeeded 
the ~enerable William Masefiel d as Deputy Provincial ~rand Master 
and on the death of Sir Edmund Lechmere t i n December 1894J he 
acbieved/\Aet~~t06:r!'i~e/!lx~lx~¥!{~fzfnd was instal led 
by the ~ro Grand Master , M. W. Br . the ~arl of Lathon , G. C. B. at 

on 21st . September 1895 and 
apuointed W. Br. Col . Warner 6ttley as his Denuty . 

(5) Actual ly , it went to the ttoyal Masonic ins titution f or boys . 

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t


